[Scintigraphy with 99mTc-HMPAO-marked leukocytes and abdominal tumors: clinical interpretation of scintigraphy results].
The 99mTc-HMAPAO-labelled leucocyte scan is a widely employed diagnostic tool in the assessment of inflammatory and infective diseases. Nevertheless, leucocytes accumulation in neoplastic lesions has been reported. In the present study, aimed at the exploration of the abdomen and performed on 62 patients, positive scintigraphic findings were obtained in 66.6% (4/6) of the neoplasms and in 6.45% (4/62) of the studied cases. These scintigraphic results, even if they have to be considered as false positive cases, effectively reflect histopathologic changes present in the neoplastic tissue. On the basis of the obtained results, leucocytes accumulation in abdominal malignancies is probably due to the presence of necrosis and ulceration and to the resulting infection of the tumour.